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Chief, Planning and ieview Staff 31 August 195,
Chief, Services Division

Use of B Bguivelents far Foreign Hoasuremsmts in Intellipence Prodootion
IFRRAHCES DD/I Notioe 50-100-2 of 19 August 1954

The following suggestions and pecomendations are in response
to the nesd for use of B equivalents for foreign moasurements,

1. Obwiowly, it is of definite valus, in the case of physical
measuwrenents, to follow any forcign terms with its equivalent in
standard US fterm, In this case, howsver, 11 will !v necessary to
make an explieit statement concerning the 5 term to o used, For
examgle, one Chinose oan be expressed as 0,1647 acres, or
as 6,500 square feet, or a8 722 sgare yards, However, a strict
adherence to this order may result in many refersncos and parenthetic
remarks to the detriment of both brewvily and clarity,

2, In the case of conversion of kilemeters to miles, no
difficulties are antielpated, However, to converi ruules per metric
torr-kilometer to dollars per short ton mile will be coniusing and
Jaboriouws, It should be menitioned that we do not have a preciss
intermal valwe of the ruble in dollars, Even the more simple corr
versions are not conducive of clapity, BExample: ®In 1955, the SR
transported 1,121,000,000 metric tons (1,235, 342,000 short toms) an
average distamse of 758 kllometers {(L6,78 miles) for a total ton~
kilometer performmoe of &0 billion (575.3% billion smhort ton miles)
It would be more =impls to rwepare 2 somversion table for sach factor
and attach it %o each product, DBetler still, have the tables printed
and made as part of the outline issuved L June 195l Wy Chief, Economic
Research emtitled, "Comments on the Organisation and Premeration of
Egononlice Imtellierence Reparis®,

3. In the case of economdc mwaswerents, this systenm seems
f11led with methodologisal difficuitiss, Fguivalent values would
hawe 40 be established and made easily available, Pariodic changes
ocowr, and this will subtract from itz value for conparison o
analytical purposes,

L, It is sugpesied, together with this need as noted in the
/I Notice, there be an equnlly conscientious effort to see timt
vherever diffigult~to-render foreign terms are prosented in Inglish,
a trangliterstion of the original torm follow in parenthesis o in
footnote, .
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5. Faoally, it is recomanded that the problem of satisfagtorily
resolving what measurements should receive parentiatical treatmemt
te undertaken initially in 5t/PB and possibly in /i,
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